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ing accurately, and consequently a 
liableness to be hurried away by 
plausible appearances. Under such 
circumstances then, when the mo- 
ther, wife, or daughter, forsakes 
her legitimate protector, and con- 
fines herself to infamy and a sedu- 
cer, while we condemn them, we 
must not do so exclusively ; those 
who have exposed them to the. temp- 
tation unarmed, deserve their share 
of censure. The natural guardian 
and instructor should have taught 
the female mind to reason, and so 
have furnished a test, by which to 
discriminate between the fluttering 
inconstant tribe, supposed to be 
described in the Symbol, and those, 
who would prove safe guides and 
beloved companions through the 
journey of life. 

Gyraldus, in his commentary, 
supposes the swallows to be false 
friends, who abound in the sun-shine 
and summer of prosperity, and dis- 
appear at the approach of the winter 
of adversity. To this interpreta- 
tion, it may however be objected, 
thatthe design of Pythagoras, in giv- 
ing these Symbols, was to furnish 
his disciples with brief advices, by 
which they might be forearmed for 
any emergency; the Symbol, .ac- 
cording to the interpretation of Gy- 
raldus, is not a preceptive forewarn- 
ing guide, it is a mere allegory, by 
which an idea is given, of what 
false friends are, but no rule laid 
down, by which they are to be dis- 
covered. 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 

sir, 
The following letter was written 
for a young friend, on his going 
abroad. As the admonitions it con- 
tains may be useful to other young 
men in similar situations, and even 
to young men in general, I send you 
a copy, conceiving that it might 



with propriety, find a place in the 
pages of your useful and interesting 
magazine, 

I am &c. A. Z. 

LETTER TO A YOL'NG MAN GOING 
ABROAD. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

"Y"OUR mother, prompted by the 
-*■ tenderest affection and solici- 
tude for your welfare and happiness, 
has requested me to write you a let- 
ter of friendly admonition, on the 
occasion of your going abroad. She 
conceives that a few hints respecting 
your future conduct, dictated, as 
you will believe them to be, by 
the purest motives, and the warm- 
est desires for your future happiness, 
may make a lasting impression on 
your mind, and may assist to 
strengthen your virtuous resolutions, 
when you shall no longer enjoy the 
advice and instructions of your re- 
latives and friends. I shall comply 
with her request, with the greatest 
pleasure; and trust that yon will 
receive the following brief admoni- 
tions, with the same interest wiih 
which they are written, often me- 
ditate upon them, and lay them se- 
riously to heart. 

The mode of life on which you 
are about to enter, will probably, 
in a great measure, preclude you 
from enjoying the public services of 
religion. But independently of 
these, there are principles of piety, 
and duties of devotion, which no 
circumstances or situations should 
prevail with you to neglect. 

Consider that from God you de- 
rive your being, and that on him 
you arc continually dependant for 
all that you enjoy : that it is his 
pleasure, that you should be happy; 
and that of course, it is his will, 
that you should constantly love and 
obey him. Let, therefore, that Su- 
preme Being, whose approbation is 
that alone which can confer true and 
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lasting happiness to the mind, be 
the object of your most fervent lov<\ 
and constant adoration. Consider 
yourself as continually in his pre- 
sence : and let the reflexion, that 
he knows, not only your most se- 
cret actions, but even the very 
thoughts of your heart, check every 
evil inclination, that may at ant 
time arise in your mind. Be mind- 
ful to pray to him daily ; not offer- 
ing up merely the tribute of the 
lips, but the hallowed incense of 
a grateful and devoted heart. Con- 
fess your faults to hiin ; implore 
his mercy and forgiveness, and 
pra\'j 'hat he may enable you to 
avoid his displeasure, for all time to 
come. Pray that he may keep you 
from all evil ; and may enable you, 
amid the trials and difficulties of 
life, to hold fast your integrity to 
the end ; that so, you may at length 
obtain those divine rewards which 
none but those who serve him 
faithfully, can ever expect to en- 
joy- 

Neglect not to read the Holy 
Scriptures, that great treasury of di- 
vine knowledge, from whose glo- 
rious discoveries, we derive all our 
hopes of future life and happiness. 
Let not the heavenly warnings, the 
gracious promises, and transporting 
prospects, which Ihey disclose to 
the view of all good-christians, ever 
be effaced from your inind. Medi- 
tation, on that high destination, to 
which, by the light of the christain 
revelation, you have been called, 
will animate every good resolu- 
tion, and will teach you to look, 
with a generous and holy scorn, 
on all the seducing vanities and 
debasing honours and enjoy- 
ments of a wicked world. A mind 
informed and influenced by the great 
truths of religion, Will be a sure 
protection for you, amid the snares 
of life, and the source of itvexprcs- 
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sible comfort to you, when you come 
to die. 

A due reverence for that omni- 
present and omniscient God,on whont 
you continually depend, will pro- 
tect you from the odious and abomi- 
nable crime of profane nvearing. — 
You will probably meet with many 
examples to encourage you to in- 
dulge in this vice. But let a sense 
of religion ever influence your con- 
duct. Consider t6o the total unpro- 
fitableness of the practice of profane 
swearing. Men gain by it neither 
reputation nor credit. On the con- 
trary, it always sinks the character 
of those who are addicted to it, in 
the estimation of all the friends of 
true religion. Swearers are always 
less respected, and less depended on 
than those who speak the words of 
plain and simple truth. Add to 
this, the high impiety which there 
is in invoking on the most trivial oc- 
casions, and in the most irreverent 
manner, the awful majesty of hea- 
ven! 

In your intercourse with the world, 
let truth, sincerity, and candour, 
the strictest justice, and the purest 
benevolence, influence your con- 
duct. Integrity of heart and life 
will gain for you the confidence and 
esteem of all the wise and goody and 
will guide you in safety through 
numberless difficulties and dangers. 
The designing, the perfidious, and 
those who respect not truth nor 
virtue, except when they think it 
will serve their present interests, may 
prosper for a while: but sooner or 
later, they are ensnared in thei r own 
wicked devices, are covered with infa- 
my, and sink intodeserved abhorrence. 
To your superiors, you must con- 
duct yourself with unfeigned hu- 
mility and respect; giving honour 
to whom honour is due; impressed 
with a proper sense of that deference 
and obedience, to which those above 
you are entitled. To your inferior* 
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you are to testily a generous ana .be- 
nevolent condescension; avoiding 
all' harsh and' overbearing; language 
and conduct, and ctesj.r'mg, tbat 
they should treat you with a becom- 
ing r«speet, rather from a sense of 
vour merit, than from a conviction 
of your superiority. Toyoar ei/vah 
you are to express the greatest 
openness, and frankness or demean- 
our, cultivating a courteous, oblig- 
ing a»d geiierous . disposition, 
and avoiding all unsocial and uh- 
friendly r passipns. Endeavour lo 
secure t,ne good opinion ^otY all ag- 
round you, by |li tjjie fcviicl offices jji 
jour power v— j'et fee caotious whoni 
vou choose for ,yqu'r intimate com- 
Vanions, and ^irideritiai friends. 
Young minds are geperous, open, 
and Unsuspecting ; ahd there is. 
therefore, the greater ddn'ger, tfc^jt 
they will be ensnared by the craft 
of tfie aesignitig prtdtne Wroffigatel 
Open your bosom onlV to friends^ 
of well-known integrity, and Jried 
fidelity. Avoid the society of aft 
^hpse who laugh, at religion, and 
who iresume to tl'mVk lightly of 
ennies, which Virtue teaches us to 
^abhor: at\d on _tne contrary, cul- 
f i v'ate the tr'eucjsfyip of t nose^ whoiri 
l>y experience, you find to D ' e friends 
pfpiety aqcl true goodness, S'hould 
any attempt, to seouceyou from vir- 
tocy shun, them ( as you would do 
a pestilence. If you leh'd jui ear to 
.their, alluring worjls, you may im- 
bbe tliat contageous poison, which 
will infect your, whole itioral frame, 
and blast vour character ajsd hanpi- 
ness tpr ever! 

Nothing contributes so ninth to 
soften the manners, and sweeten the 
dispositions of voting men, as the 
.srx'iefy and conversation .of the vir- 
tuous and amiable of the feriiale 
s< x. I may even add, with truth, 
i hat, these tend, , in no inconsiderable 
di-cee, to inspire the youthful hiinrl 
\vith a love of virtue: for we cannot 



admire virtue and benevolence in 
their loveliest form, arid be ena- 
moured of their charms, without ab- 
horring vice, in one of the most 
odious forms in -which it can present 
itself to our view. Neglect not, 
therefore, as you may enjoy op- 
portunity, to cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of virtuous arid amiable 
females. Yop will find among such, 
a delicacy of sentiment, a refine- 
ment of manners, a degree of pu- 
rity of mind, arid of real goodness, 
which can rarely be found in the 
other sex. But while this improve- 
ment of manners and disposition 
may be naturally expected from 
the society of vj'rto'oas and amiable 
females,, what depravation ot cha- 
racter, what debasement of mind 
may not be expected from, the so- 
ciety of the profligate 'of fh'e, female 
sex! As you value purity of hcait, 
the dignity of your immortal na- 
ture, which should aspire after im- 
mensely higher and nobler objects 
than what the sensualist can boa«t 
Vf, Jincl especially your peace with 
"heaven, resist the allurements of cri- 
nm'ial pleasure. Slitter not the en- 
ticing words, or ensnaring example 
of any with whom you inay at any 
time be unfortunately connected, to 
put you off your guard, even for a 
rnohtent, so as to seduce you from 
virtue, even in the smallest degree. 
Tor. should you yield, in one instance, 
what protection shall you be able 
to find, either from your own mind, 
or from heaven, against the seduc- 
ing influence of any subsequent im- 
pulse: and how can you say, that 
the demon of criminal pleasure may 
not afterwards so completely prevail 
over you, as to hurry you forward 
to the utmost excess; so as, at 
length, to involve you in the low. 
est depths of moral degradation. 

I express myself, riiy dear Wil- 
liam, thus particularlyi not because 
Iemwtainthc most distant suspicion 
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of the purity of your mind, or the 
strength of your good resolutions, 
but because you will find, on your 
becoming further acquainted \vi\h 
the world, that many young men, 
otherwise well disposed, entertain 
most 'erroneous and destructive opi- 
nions on this subject. As an hum- 
ble minister of the pure and holy 
religion of the Blesstd Jesus, and 
anxious to guard you against 'all 
false impressions, I therefore declare 
that Christianity will not permit, but 
on the contrary," condemns, in the 
strongest terms, many of those in- 
digencies which are sanctioned by 
the corrupt maxims of a licentious 
age. Beware, therefore/ of yield- 
ing to the influence of those max- 
ims, as you value purity of heart, 
the dignity of your nature, and 
your filial salvation. 

Another vice against which it be- 
hoves you scrupulously to guard, 
is excess in drink. Looking around you, 
you will perceive that many young 
men, with every prospect of doing 
well in this world, have been en- 
tirely ruined by this vice. It is the 
source of almost every evil, that can 
attach to human nature. It under- 
mines the frame of the bodily con- 
stitution, and clothes the vigour of 
youth, with the decripitude of old 
age. It disorders the whole system ; 
destroys the tone of every organ ; 
palsies every nerve. Hence the at- 
tack of resistless disease — the con- 
vulsed frame — premature death ! — 
Hut the intoxicating draught invades 
also our more precious, our spiri- 
tual and immortal part. Nor does 
it destroy only that divine principle 
of intellect, which is implanted in 
the human soul: it blunts also the 
moral feelings i; and prepares the 
way for every vice. — Would yon 
then preserve a sound constitution, 
aclear judgment, and a heart alive to 
every good moral emotion ?— would 
you discharge the duties of your pro- 



fession, with that skill, activity and 
vigour, which they require ?— dash 
from your hand the cup of intem- 
perance. Let those riot, Who think 
not of that Divine Being, to whom 
they 'must give' atr' account of the 
talents entrusted to them': you have 
a better sense of religion and' duty. 
Your mint! is so impressed : with a 
sense of the necessity of acting well 
the part alloted to you hi life, th.it 
you will beware of suffering the poi- 
soned chalice of intemperance to 
approach your lips. 

Another thing, to which young 
men are particularly exposed, and 
against which I most arixioirsly wish 
to guard you, is duelling, Men re- 
gardless of religioijy and the smile 
of an approving heaven", have irrf- 
piousiy exalted what they falsely 
term the laws of Hohbur,'' above' 'th'e 
laws of God :' and liave taught, tffat 
men may innocently attein'pt to de- 
stroy one another, in single combat. 
We daily he'ar specious apologies 
made to justify, or excu'se this prac- 
tice : and it is aHedged, that m'eii 
are under a sort of necessity of fight- 
ing d u e Is, as they would a'voSd d isgrace 
and shame. It may be' wtirttv re- 
marking to you, that duelling is 
positively discountenanced by' the 
xix article of war'. But ' it is pro- 
hibited also' by an infinitely high- 
er and more' venerable authority 
than 'that of human legislators: Goo 
his said, "thoushalt not kill," and 
" thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself,"*and does not the duellist 
break both these commandments? 
And how awful the thought ! to be 
the means of sending a fellow crea- 
ture, guilty of no crime tliat 
merited death, suddenly to appear 
at the bar of aii offended judge! 
How terrible also the idea, to end 
thus that period of trial, and that 
day of grace which heaven has 
granted us to make preparation for 
eternity! Is it -'after parting \\ Sit 
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life, in a manner contrary to the 
Jaw of God, that we shall hope to 
see his face in mercy ? Should any 
urge the custom of the age, and 
the established forms of a fashion- 
able life, as warranting the prac- 
tice ; I ask whether we are to fear 
and obey man rather than God ? 
and, I trust, my dear Sir, that a 
sense of religion, and a regard to 
your prospects for eternity, will 
with you prevail over the corrupt 
maxims and wicked practices of a 
degenerate world. 

Young men are frequently too 
passionate, too warm in argument, 
and rash in thpir expressions. By 
intemperate warmth and unguard- 
ed language, they frequently involve 
themselves in very unpleasant dis- 
putes with one another. Your good 
sense^ and discretion will teach vou 
to express your sentira«nis with 
modesty, coolness and considera- 
tion ; and to be very cautious in 
speaking of the character and con- 
duct of those around you. Avoid 
giving offence, as much as possi- 
ble ; and you will seldom \>e ex- 
posed to receive offence from others. 
A peaceable disposition, united to 
a spirit of moderation, will alike 
protect you from the chnrge of ha- 
ving done injury to those around 
you, and from the unpleasant 
thought of having received iivjuiy 
from them. 

I shall conclude this letter by 
recommending in general terms, 
habits of industry, diligence, and 
application. Endeavour to excel in 
the discharge of every duty requi- 
red of you. Great men have ob- 
tained the laurels of renown, onlv 
by indefatigable exertions. Let them 
be your example, and you niaj' in 
time hope to reap a similar re- 
ward. Yet while you look to the 
rewards of merit in this world, suf- 
fer not your views to be bounded 



by the (resent scene of things. Ever 
consider yourself as intended for 
glory, honor, and immortality: and 
therefore, while you ardently pant 
after the prize of earthly rtjiown, 
above all things study to secure that 
eternal prize, and that crown of 
glory, which shall never fade away. 

May God Almighty ev ( .r bies.v 
you, preserve you from all the real 
ills of this lite, and make you, at 
length, partaker of the happiness of 
that better life, which is yet to 
come, is the earnest prayer of 
Your affectionate, and faithful, &c. 



For the Belfast Hontklj/ Magazine. 

NINTH RFPOHT Fi;OM THE CpMTfllS- 
JIONERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCA- 
TION IN IIIELASI). 

Continued f 10m vol. 5, p. 409. 

PRESENT STATE OF THE SCHOOLS. 

Drngltetla. 

IT appeared from the examina- 
. tjon of the Rev. Charles Craw- 
ford, taken 011 the l'2thofJuly 1807, 
that he had been appointed master 
of that school in I7Si), previous to 
which time he stated the number 
of scholars to have been about eigh- 
ty, of whom about flirty were boar- 
ders with the master, twenty with 
the usher, and t lie rest were day 
scholars, six or ei;;ht of whom were 
free. At the time of his examina- 
tion, theie were but thiry-two boys 
in the school, of whom eight were 
boarders and the rest day scholars, 
five of them free. His salary as 
master was one hundred poinds per 
annum, in addition to which he hud 
for some years after his appointment 
{as had ?iso his predecessor) receiv- 
ed one hundred and fifty pounds per 
annum tor the payment of two 
assistants at his discretion. There 
had been also an usher appointed 
by the governors with a salary of 



